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Water Samples for Lead 
Early in February, the Governor of Illinois mandated that 
all schools in Illinois must have water used for drinking 
and cooking tested for lead, particularly if the schools were 
built before 1980.  On February 14, 2017, we contracted 
with Midwest Environmental Consulting Services to  
conduct water samples of the water used for drinking and cooking at  
Greenwood and McKinley Schools. 
 

We received the water sample results Monday, February 27, 2017, that  
informed us that the level of lead in the water from the 3 drinking fountains  
in the main hallway as Greenwood, tested positive and exceeded the  
Environmental Protection Agency action for lead that is 5 parts per billion.  
This is the new standard for schools with students in Pre Kindergarten through 
5th grades.  Schools with students in grades 6 - 12 have an action level for lead 
set at 15 parts per billion.   
 

When I spoke with the consultant from Midwest Consulting, he explained  
that two water samples were taken from each of the three fountains and the 
kitchen.  The first draw (water sample) ranged from 5.2 – 5.8 parts per billion.  
After 30 seconds, a second draw was done.  This time, each draw was less  
than 1 part per billion.  He explained that the levels were higher after taking 
the water samples first thing in the morning where the water sat unused over-
night.  He said that our lead level is low.  If you were to run the water in the 
morning for 15 - 30 seconds, it would flush the lines and the lead level will be 
significantly low (less than 1 part per billion) for the rest of the day.  
 

As a precautionary measure, we have shut off the 3 drinking fountains   
along the main hallway at Greenwood.  However, the water fountains in  
the newer addition at Greenwood, outside the multi-purpose room, tested  
negative for lead and are not impacted by the shut-off.  The water samples 
from the drinking fountains and the sink in the kitchen at McKinley also  
tested negative for lead in the water.  The water is safe to drink and use for 
cooking at Greenwood, in the new addition, and McKinley.  We had a plumber 
from Cal City Plumbing to give us proposals for solutions for Greenwood’s 
main hallway fountains.  He is suggesting that we upgrade to new water foun-
tains that don’t have lead piping.  After we switch out the drinking fountains, 
we will have the water sampled again.  If the results are negative, we will turn 
the water to the fountains back on.  We will notify the parents when the project 
is satisfactorily completed.  The students’ health and safety are always a top 
priority.  
 

 
 
 

Anyone can sit at the helm 
when the sea is calm.   

 
But, when trouble  
comes and storms  

begin to rise,  
 

Someone with experience  
is needed at the helm to  

navigate through 
the troubling waters. 
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Board Member Achievements…“Exceeding The Limits!” 
 

Sherie Nunnally - Master Board Member, LeaderShop Academy Member 
Pamela Allen Tucker - Level II Master Board Member Program 

Stacy Magee - Master Board Member, LeaderShop Academy Member 
Aronesius Cunningham - LeaderShop Academy Fellow, Master Board Member 

Della Mayes - LeaderShop Academy Fellow, Level II Master Board Member Program 
Lawrence Wilson - LeaderShop Academy Fellow, Master Board Member 

Donna Walker - Level II Master Board Member Program 
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From the Desk of Tiffany Webb 
Assis tant  Super intendent  for  Cur r iculum and Techno logy  

Hello parents and community members of South Holland District 150. This is the time of year where we 
SPRING into PARCC. We are proud to say that we, as a District, continue to show growth with student 
achievement.  The diagram below shows results from our previous PARCC Assessment.  We are keeping up 
the momentum with our staff and students for our upcoming Spring Testing which begins the week of March 
6th.  PARCC has developed a resource site to encourage parent engagement. I welcome you to visit (http://
www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources) to learn more about what our students need to learn to be-
come college and career ready.   

A strategy that can help our youth become academically stronger and wiser would be to engage in questioning conversations.  Ask 
Open-Ended Questions.  These are questions that  encourage students to think and elaborate on their existing understanding of the 
subject matter.  Examples of an open-ended question using the Story of Cinderella would be; How much do you or others judge 
people based on their appearances?  Has anyone ever given you help when 
you least expected it? The diagram on the side shows a four step strategy 
to help promote higher-order thinking and inquiry.  
 
We have added “Math Facts in a Flash” to our Renaissance Resource 
bank for our K-8 students to help with Math Fluency.  This software pro-
gram allows teachers to assign students essential practice on their addition, 
subtraction, multiplication , division , fractions, decimals, and percentage 
skills. Your child can practice the same math facts at home that are given 
in school, or he/she can practice at any level, by logging onto Renaissance 
Home Connect located on our district website homepage.  The following 
link provides more information on this math resource. (http://
doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004190322GH06A5.pdf).  

Parents, thank you for your partnership to help our youth grow into productive citizens.  Be encouraged to have your child elaborate  
on their learning experiences, as well as, monitor their assessment growth in Renaissance and their grades in PowerSchool.  When 
students take ownership in their learning, “The Sky is the Limit.”  

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004190322GH06A5.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004190322GH06A5.pdf


 
South Holland School District 150 offers an integrated  
early childhood program at Greenwood Elementary School.    
A child-centered, multidisciplinary team approach is utilized  
in providing services for children, three through five years of  
age with disabilities and non-disabilities.  

                                  
Our preschool program, provides South Holland School District 150’s youngest  
students the skills necessary to become engaged learners. Our creative and  
academic approach to learning offers preschool students the opportunity to  
acquire knowledge, in a creative and fun manner.  The preschool students are  
also exposed to language, science, math, and local/global culture. Social  
and emotional development are fostered through exposure to dramatic and  
creative learning, through play. 
 

The Pre-School Round Up for School Year 2018 will be held on May 18, 2017 
and May 19, 2017 at Greenwood School.  For more information contact the Office 
of Specialized Services at, 708 339-8655.  
 

                      
Timely and Meaningful Consultation Meeting    

 

IDEA requires local education agencies to provide special education services to eligible  
students who are parentally placed in nonpublic schools.  The LEA responsibilities  
include child find, timely and meaningful consultation, and service provision to eligible  
nonpublic schooled students. The Office of Specialized Services will host a Timely  
and Meaningful Consultation Meeting with private schools within our district and with  
representatives of parents of students with disabilities. The Meeting will be held at McKinley 
Junior High School on March 22, 2017, at 9:30 AM.   If you are a parent of a home-schooled 
or a private schooled student who has been identified with a disability and would like to  
attend the meeting, contact the Office of Specialized Services at 708-339-8655.  

From the Desk of Dr. Denise Julius 
Assistant Superintendent of Specialized Services  

Spring 2017 Issue 
Page 4 



From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse 
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IMMUNIZATIONS 
Every year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics (AAP) update the recommendations for immunizing children from birth to 18 
years.  
 

The 2017 Immunization Schedule for children is as follows: 
 Children as early as 9-10 years of age can be given the Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccine.  

The reasoning behind the change is that some children were found to be at risk of exposure to HPV  
earlier than expected. 

 The nasal spray version of the flu vaccine has been discontinued since it was found not to be effective. 
 Babies should get their first dose of Hepatitis B vaccine within the first 24 hours of life, if possible, to give 

the best protection in case of an undiscovered infection in the mother.  

ASTHMA SEASON 
Spring is asthma season. More than 22 million Americans currently have asthma. Asthma is responsible for 
over 12 million lost school days in children and more than 14 million lost workdays for adults.     

 
Symptoms: 
 

 Wheezing, which is a loud soft whistling noise  
 Coughing 
 Chest tightness 
 Shortness of breath 
 Tiring quickly during exercise 
 Trouble sleeping 

 
 

To treat Asthma, work with your physician to develop a Daily Action Plan. This general plan will help you 
and your child to: 

 Control airway inflammation and prevent asthma episodes 

 Identify and treat early symptoms 

 Develop an exercise program that will strengthen lung capacity 

 Determine what medications are right for your child 

 Know when emergency help is needed 
 

 
 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 
In accordance with state and district policy, all medications dispensed in school, including over-
the-counter medicine must have written authorization from both the parent and physician. If your 
child has medicine he/she should take in school, please contact the nurse’s office to obtain the 
proper forms.  
 
 

MANDATED IMMUNIZATION GRADES 
Students entering Pre-K, Kindergarten and 6th grade will need updated shots and physicals upon entering the 

next school year. Please schedule your child’s doctor appointments early to avoid scheduling  

inconveniences during late summer. The Vaccines for Children program provides vaccines at no cost to  

children from low-income families. For information, call (312) 746-6050 or (217) 785-1455.  
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From the Desk of William Kolloway 
Greenwood Elementary School Principal 

Spring 2017 Issue 

 

     It’s amazing how time flies when everyone is actively  
      involved in the pursuit of academic excellence. This year  
      is no different. The Greenwood teachers and students  
      continue to work hard preparing for the next grade level.  
 
 

Two of our classrooms in 2nd grade 
(Mrs. Cunningham and Ms. Doval) 
and 3rd grade (Mrs. Burns and Mrs. 

Hunt) will be participating in a  
special 6 week project sponsored  
by LEGO. The main goal of this  

innovative program is to provide our 
students an opportunity to focus on 
science, technology, engineering, 

and math while building self-
confidence, knowledge, and life skills. Students  will be presented with a special challenge.  

 
 

While academic success is 
extremely important to the 

Greenwood family, emotion-
al and social well-being is 
also paramount. Here at 

Greenwood, we work very 
hard at helping students learn 

how to positively interact 
with one another. We pro-
vide conversations with all 

parties involved in conflict and help develop alternative   
solutions. We rely on family support to instill proper study habits, citizenship, and respectful behavior.  

 

 
As spring approaches, it’s important to 
maintain a strong study schedule where 

students review homework, study for tests, 
and read for AR. In addition, students 

should take advantage of outdoor  
activities: riding bikes, playing in the 
park, or playing outside with friends. 

Don’t allow your child to get stuck in the 
video game doldrums. 

                  B.I.K.E.S. program sponsored 
Black History Praise Dancers                               by the South Holland Police  

                                                                                                                    Department                                                                     
 
 

In addition, our school website has loads of pictures from our various family events. 
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From the Desk of Jerome Ferrell, Jr. 
McKinley School Principal 

In a few weeks, the third quarter will come to an end and our  
students will be geared up for the final quarter of this school year.  
Although I expect more exciting events to come, I will highlight some  
of the exciting events that have occurred this year. 

 
   

Spring 2017 Issue 

Distinguished honor roll principal's  
luncheon,  students who earned a 4.0 grade 

point average for the 2nd quarter.  

The student council took first place for 
delivering almost 100 boxes to Thornton 
Township's annual food and toy drive.  

On February 11, McKinley hosted its first  
Father-Daughter Dinner Dance. Over 160  
fathers and daughters participated in the event.  

Under the direction of 
Mrs. Kocevar, Marisaa 
Bryant, Jadyn Craig, 

Jessica Craig, Anaya 
Tate & Sabrina Trotter 
earned 1st place  
ratings at the Ensemble 

Contest for the Illinois 
Grade School Music  
Association. 

Erik Cork, presenter from Houston Texas  
conducted an all-day workshop  
for students in grades 4th – 8th.  
 

Five Things to Do to Score Above  
Average on Any Standardized Writing Test 
1. Stick to the Topic 
2. Write Well Elaborated Supporting Details  
3. Vary Word Choices 
4. Present a Strong Organization 
5. Check for Major Errors in Usage 

7th & 8th Grade Boys’ basketball teams 
were regional champs.  Congratulations!! 
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District Calendar for the Remainder of the 2016-2017 School Year 

Monday               March 20               SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   March 22               End of 3rd Quarter 

Friday                       March 31      INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL  

                                                                                                FOR STUDENTS 

Thursday                       April 6        Parent/Teacher Conferences  

                                                                    4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Thursday - Friday   April 6 - 7         Report Card Distribution  

Friday              April 7       Parent/Teacher Conferences - NO SCHOOL 

                                                                          8:50 am - 12:00 pm 

Friday                  April 14         Holiday - GOOD FRIDAY - NO SCHOOL 

Monday – Friday      April 17 - 21         SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL  

Monday               April 24       SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Thursday           May 10        SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT - 

                                                                    - Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday               May 15       SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday               May 29       Holiday – MEMORIAL DAY - NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday               May 31       Report Card Distribution  

Wednesday               May 31          Last Day of School – Full day attendance 

          (provided no emergency days are used  

                                                                     to close schools)  

Monday  June 20       SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 PM  


